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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Temporary measures against plague adopted in West Australia. 

Beelin, Germany, December SI, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following information obtained 
from the imperial health office at Berlin : 

Regulations made by the central board of health. 

1 (a) All rats in all wharves, stores, warehouses, and other buildings and premises 
under the control of the railway, customs, and harbor departments at the ports of 
western Australia shall be destroyed, and such methods shall be used for this purpose 
as shall be approved by an inspector authorized by the central board. 

(6) Owners and occupiers of all houses, warehouses, granaries, stores, and other build- 
ings and premises shall destroy or cause to be destroyed all rats therein. • 

2. The local board of health of each port and town of western Australia and of the 
city of Perth shall — 

(a) Cause to be destroyed the rats in all drains, culverts, sewers, and other places 
under their control ; and 

(6) Take steps to compel owners and occupiers of all warehouses, granaries, stores, 
stables, and other buildings in their district to destroy all rats therein. 

(c) In the event of such owners and occupiers refusing or neglecting to destroy the 
rats in accordance with the regulations in IB Part I of these regulations, the local 
board of health shall undertake the destruction of the rats in such houses, warehouses, 
granaries, stores, stables, and other buildings and premises, and charge the owner or 
occupier with the cost thereof, and the owner or occupier thereof shall also be liable to 
the penalties under these regulations aud the health act of 1898. 

3. Complete precautions shall be taken to prevent rats coming ashore from ships in 
any port of western Australia, coming from or having touched at any port where bubonic 
plague is known or is suspected to exist, for which purpose the following shall be carried 
out: 

(a) Every such vessel shall be kept off from the wharf or pier to' a distance of at least • 
4 feet by means of fenders. 

(6) Every such vessel shall be made fast to a wharf or pier by means of wire ropes. 
Every such wire rope shall becoatedwith tar over a length of at least 1 foot just beyond 
the side of the vessel and just above the end attached to the wharf or pier, the tar being 
kept in a sticky condition by repeated applications ; and shall be provided with 2 metal 
funnels of approved pattern and dimensions, one being fixed above the tarred space at 
the shore end and the other below the similar space at the ship end of such wire rope. 

(c) The fenders and fender slings shall be tarred, so as to prevent a migration of rats, 
and the tar shall be kept in a sticky condition by repeated applications. 

(d) No net shall be used between the ship and the wharf or pier unless tarred and 
the tar kept in a sticky condition by repeated applications. All such nets shall be 
removed when the ship is not working. 

(e) All gangways shall be drawn up when not required for discharging or receiving 
cargo from 7 p. m. to 6 a. m., and tar shall be applied to such gangways over a length 
of at least 1 foot at each end, just beyond the side of the vessel and just above the 
end resting on the wharf or pier, and the tar shall be kept in a sticky condition by 
repeated applications. 

(/) There shall be suspended over the side along the wharf or pier 4 sets, or more if 
required, of electric or other suitable lights, so distributed as to furnish complete illumi- 
nation fore and aft along the whole length of the side of the vessel. 

(g) The owner, agent, or master of every such vessel shall supply 3 watchmen by 
night and 1 by day, and shall see that they constantly patrol the wharf or pier along- 
side the vessel from stem to stern and that they take all practicable measures to prevent 
the passage of rats between the ship and wharf or pier. 

131 



Januarj- 17,1902 Jg2 

(h) All pipes, ports, and other holes in the side of the vessel next to the wharf or 
pier shall be completely closed, and kept closed so long as the vessel is alongside, in 
order to prevent ingress or egress of rats. 

(i) No lighter shall be allowed alongside any such vessel unless special permission is 
given by an inspector or other authorized officer of the central board. 

4. The bodies of all rats taken alive or dead shall be destroyed by fire. 

5. The places at which rewards shall be offered for the destruction of rats captured 
shall be Perth, Freemantle, and Guildford, and intervening local board of health dis- 
tricts. 

6. The owner, agent, or master of every vessel arriving at any port of western Aus- 
tralia, coming from or having touched at any port where bubonic plague is known or is 
suspected to exist, shall, before such vessel is allowed to proceed to her berth, sign an 
undertaking to comply with these regulations in the form prescribed by the central 
board for the purpose. 

7. The local boards and their officers at all ports and towns of western Australia, 
and in the city of Perth, are hereby authorized and directed to superintend and see to 
the execution of this part of these regulations. 

Pabt II. 

8. The occupier of any house, premises, or place wherein there is any infectious or 
contagious disease shall immediately notify the presence of such disease to the secretary 
of the local board of the district, and if there be no local board, then to the secretary 
of the central board. 

Any house, premises, or place wherein there has been a case of bubonic plague shall 
not be reoccupied until permission to reoccupy be granted by the central board after 
complete disinfection thereof has been carried out ; and such house, premises, or place 
shall, for such period and until such permission be granted, remain in strict quarantine 
and be disinfected from time to time as the central board may direct. 

9. The medical officers of and such inspectors as may be appointed by any local board 
or by the central board for the purpose of carrying out these regulations may at all 
times enter all houses, buildings, and premises for the purpose of carrying out the said 
regulations, or of inquiring into and ascertaining the presence therein of any infectious 
or contagious disease. 

10. All infected bedding and clothing and all other infected things shall, if ordered 
by the central board, be destroyed, and if not so ordered to be destroyed shall be com- 
pletely and thoroughly disinfected, and for this purpose every inspector of the central 
board or of any local board shall carry out such rules for such disinfection or destruc- 
tion as may from time to time be made by the central board. 

11. For the purpose of cleansing, purifying, ventilating, and disinfecting houses, 
schools, churches, places of assembly or entertainment, and other buildings and prem- 
ises the owners or occupiers thereof shall comply with all orders made by the local 
board of the district or by the central board, and if such owners or occupiers shall 
neglect or refuse to carry out within the time limited such orders made for this purpose, 
then the medical or other officers of such local board or the central board may so cleanse, 
purify, ventilate, or disinfect such buildings, places, and premises, at the expense of 
the owners or occupiers thereof. 

12. The owners and occupiers of all houses, warehouses, granaries, stores, stables, 
and other buildings and premises shall remove and abate any nuisance whatever there- 
from. 

13. In the event any nuisance whatever existing in any house, warehouse, granary, 
store, stable, and other building and premises, the officer of health of any local board 
of health, may notify the owners and occupiers to remove or abate such nuisance forth- 
with ; if such nuisance is not removed forthwith by such owner and occupier, then such 
nuisance shall be removed by any officer of the local board or the central board of 
health, and charge the owner or occupier with the cost thereof, and the owners and 
occupiers thereof shall be also liable to penalties under these regulations and the health 
act, 1898, for allowing such nuisance to exist. 

Part III. 

20. The master of every ship arriving at any port in western Australia from any place 
or country where bubonic plague is known or suspected to exist, or having received 
cargo from such place or country, shall destroy the rats in such ship, and shall use such 
methods for this purpose as may be directed from time to time by the central board. 

21. All cargo from all ships mentioned shall be disinfected or dealt with at such port 
in such manner as the medical officer may deem necessary. 
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Before removing cargo from such ships — 

(a) Every package shall be separately examined and passed by an inspector of the 
central board before being slung. 

(b) Every package not passed on such inspection shall be dealt with in such manner 
as the inspector (subject to the instructions of the central board) may direct. 

(c) No package whatsoever shall be landed from such ship or vessel without the con- 
sent of the inspector, nor until so inspected and passed or otherwise dealt with. 

The following articles are deemed by the central board liable to be infected, and 
shall not be landed at any port in western Australia from any place where bubonic 
plague is known or suspected to exist, or from any ship which shall have touched at or 
received cargo from such place — that is to say : 

Green hides, untanned hides, fresh skins, and bones, whether whole, crushed, or in 
the form of bone dust, except bone dust chemically treated. 

The local boards and their officer at all ports and towns of western Australia and in 
the city of Perth are hereby authorized and directed to superintend and see to the exe- 
cution of this part of these regulations. 

By order of the central board of health. 

J. R. Campbell, Secretary. 

Frank H. Mason, 
United States Consul- General. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

BRAZIL. 

Report from Bahia. 

Bahia, Brazil, December 16, 1901. 
Sir: I beg leave to report that for the week ended December 14, 
1901, there were 62 deaths in Bahia. The following were the chief 
causes of death : Arterio sclerosis, 1 ; beriberi, 3 ; bronchitis, 6 ; 
malarial fevers, 3 ; typho- malarial fever, 1 ; croup, 1 ; diarrhea, 1 ; 
dysentery, 3 ; gastroenteritis, 8 ; senile debility, 1 ; nephritis, 3 ; still- 
born, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; syphilis, 2 ; tetanus, 3 ; tuberculosis, pulmonary, 
4 ; syncope, cardiac, 2 ; other causes, 18. 

Eespectfully, H. "W. Furniss, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Secretary of Treasury. 

Reports from Rio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janerio, Brazil, December 4, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith the official sanitary 
report for the city of Rio de Janeiro for the week ended December 1. 
There were 326 deaths from all causes, a decrease of 25 as compared 
with the preceding week. There were 5 deaths from accesso pernicioso, 
an increase of 1 ; 4 from yellow fever, an increase of 2 ; 32 from small- 
pox, a decrease of 29 ; 5 from typhoid fever, an increase of 3 ; 2 from 
measles, a decrease of 1 ; 2 from whooping cough, a decrease of 2 ; 6 
from plague, a decrease of 4 ; 1 from lymphangitis, pernicious, a decrease 
of 2, and 50 from tuberculosis, a decrease of 11. 

No further alarm is entertained with reference to the plague. Quar- 
antine has been officially declared by the Government against Glasgow, 
Genoa, Odessa, Alexandria, and Asuncion in Paraguay, because of the 
existence of plague in those ports, and all vessels proceeding from those 
ports or from neighboring ports in the respective countries must pass 
certain inspection at Ilha Grande. I inclose a circular received from 
Saint Lucia through the British consulate-general here. I have given 



